
Celtic Worship 
 
 
presented by Richard Sowers 
Director of Music Ministries 
Williamsburg United Methodist Church 
Williamsburg, Virginia 
 
Virginia Wesleyan Sacred Music Conference 
July 25, 2013, 4:00 PM 



How to Design  

Celtic Worship 

 
Richard Sowers 

Director of Music Ministries 
Williamsburg UMC 



The Word of God 

 

 

• Gather resources 

• Find God in the word 

• Let God speak 

 



Broad Participation 

 
 
 
 

 
• Survey your congregation 
• Survey your community 
• Survey your musicians 



Collaborate with Pastor 

 

 

 

 

 

• Suitable with church mission & objectives 

• Determine proper liturgy or season 

• Specify and determine clergy roles 



 

Identify and determine: 
 

a. congregation roles 

b. community roles 

c. civic leaders 

 



Order of Worship  

Collects 

Prayers 

Confessions 

Antiphons 

Litanies  

Intercessions 

Canticles 



Hymns & Anthems 

• Select music which supports the liturgy 

• Hymns of Celtic nations:  

England, Ireland, Scotland, Wales 

• Preludes, interludes, postludes of Celtic origins 



Music & Worship Tone 



Arrange Hymns Arrange Hymns 



Keep It Simple 



Create Contrast 

• Vary instrumentation among stanzas 

 



Assign Solos, Duets, Trios 



Sing All Stanzas 



Invite Lay Readers 

 

• From your congregation 

• From a neighboring church 

• From another denomination 

• From the Virginia conference 

• From universities, colleges,  

 seminaries, high schools, etc. 



Select Musicians 

•Use amateur musicians carefully 
 

•Use professional musicians wisely 
 

•Amateur + professional musicians 
 



• Rehearse choirs separately 
 

• Rehearse amateur musicians separately 
 

• Rehearse all in one “dress” rehearsal 

 



FOREMOST 

• Elevate the word of God 

• Set attainable musical standards 

• Not a concert 

• Keep sermon short (homily) 

• Rehearse lay readers 

 



Just Maybe 

• Hire photographer 

• Hire videographer 

• Hire audio engineer 

• Design and distribute posters 

• Create Celtic music workshop which precedes a 
Sunday morning Celtic worship service 

• Create a Celtic Ball (kilts only) the night before; 
include a Scottish & Irish dance workshop 


























